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General Meeting Saturday, February 8 at
9:00 AM
Illinois Central College
Directions
From E. Peoria, take Washington St to US 24, or from Peoria take US
24 east across the McClugage Bridge, toward the city of Washington.
Keep right up the hill about 1 mile then turn right into Illinois Central
College. Immediately turn left into the horticulture parking lot. The
meeting will be in the horticulture building. Just follow the signs. Dr.
Jose Ramirez, USDA/Agricultural Research Service, will be speaking
to us about mosquitoes.
You can pay your dues anytime and they are still only $20.00/year.
Please give check/cash to our treasurer or send to:
Letriana Cantrell
311 Arnold Road
East Peoria, IL 61611

Important Pond Temperatures in Spring

Spring is a critical season for your pond, especially with regards to pond temperatures
and koi and goldfish. After a long winter of cold water temperatures, not eating and
sometime less than ideal water quality, koi and goldfish are susceptible to parasites and
bacteria. During the winter months when water temperatures are below 40 F (4.5 C), koi
and goldfishes’ metabolisms slow right down and their immune systems are dormant.
Luckily, pretty much everything else in the pond is dormant during the winter, including
the ‘bad’ disease causing bacteria such as Aeromonas / Pseudomonas as well as many
common parasites.

Aeromonas Alley
Once the ice melts from the pond and the water begins to warm up in the spring, begins
a critical and potentially dangerous time period for fish. This spring ‘danger zone’ is
often referred to as ‘Aeromonas Alley’ which is when the pond temperatures are
between 50 F (10 C)and 65 F (18 C). As the pond temperature reaches 50 F
(10 C) these bad bacteria begin to grow and multiply in the pond much faster than the
fishes’ immune system. In fact fishes’ immune systems are only working at 50%
efficiency when the water temperature is 65 F (18 C). To make things worse, many
common parasites such as Costia, Chilodinella, Trichodina and Flukes also begin to
rapidly grow at the same time.
If you cleaned your pond properly last fall, this greatly increases the chances that your
fish will be fine. Many parasites and bacteria thrive in ponds with lots of sludge and
organic matter at the left in the bottom.
During the spring, water quality can also be a problem. The good bacteria that live in
your pond and filter (Nitrosomonas and Nitrobacter) that break down harmful ammonia
and nitrites multiply very slowly compared to other bacteria, especially in cool water. It is
always a good idea to feed your fish sparingly in the spring when temperatures are cool
and monitor water quality (ammonia, nitrite and pH) with a water quality test kit.

Watch Fish Closely for Signs of Stress
If you notice any signs of stress or unusual behaviour with your fish, try to take a close
look at them. If any of your fish have a parasite or bacterial infection, treat immediately.
If you catch an infection at an early stage, there is a much greater chance of
successfully treating it. Some signs of bacterial infection are – ulcers (red sores), red
streaks in in fins and on body, fin rot or mouth rot. Signs of parasite infections are –
white spots on fins and body, a greyish film patches on body, excess mucous/slime coat
on fish, fins clamped close to body. Treat with KnockOut, Pond Rid Ich, or Microbe Lift

Broad Spectrum Disease Control, these are safe to use in water temperatures are
above 50 F.

Important Pond Temperatures
•40 F (4.5 C) and below – very little activity in the pond
•48 F (9 C) – Aeromonas – ulcer causing bacteria become active and multiply
•50 F (10 C) – Costia – a common pond parasite begins to reproduce quickly.
Flukes are slowly reproducing.
•50 F (10 C) – Nitrosomonas a good bacteria in your pond and filter that convert
Ammonia into Nitrite become active
•50-55 F(10-13 C) – Koi and goldfish should have ‘awakened’ and begin to feed.
Their immune system is starting to work again. Start using cold water bacteria to
jump seed filters with good bacteria
•58 F (14.5 C) – Nitrobacter the good bacteria that converts Nitrite into Nitrate in
your pond is becoming active
•60-64 F (15-17.5 C) – Other parasites become active (Ich, Trichodina and
Chillodonella)
•65 F (18 C) – Fishes’ immune systems are getting stronger – up to 50% of full
strength and can fight off most typical bacterial and parasites in the pond if water
quality is good.
Usually, once your pond warms up above 65 F, the chances of your fish becoming sick
is much reduced. As long as proper pond maintenance is performed and water quality is
maintained, you should enjoy a trouble free pod season.

The Riopell Pond

Notes from the President
Help Wanted
No pay, but a lot of fun. The pond club will have 3 openings, one each
for President, Treasurer, and someone to handle product. These are all
important jobs and have been done so well, that we don't notice how
much Greg and Letriana have done. If we are not able to get
replacements we will lose the opportunity to sell products to the
membership, and control our money. By being on the board, you also
have a part in the direction the club takes on important matters and not
so important matters. Please take this opportunity to consider helping the
club continue as usual.
The banquet was a great success as usual and the food, from a new
vender, Big Art's Yokel Inn in Tremont, was awesome. We had plenty of
time to visit and buy raffle tickets for wonderful prizes. We saw Greg
and Todd do dishes which was a great sight, but so many other helped
with clean up. We couldn't have put on a banquet without all the help. If
you couldn't attend last year, please try this year.

PKPS 2020 MEETING SCHEDULES
GENERAL MEETINGS (held on Saturdays)
Date

Location

Speaker

February 8

ICC Horticulture Bldg, E. Peoria

Jose Ramirez

March 14

Luthy Botanical Garden, Peoria

Bob Streitmatter

April 11

Greenview Nursery, Dunlap

Kaitlyn

May 9

Kullscape, Washington

TBA (topic: Bees)

June 13

Barb Luick's, Tremont

TBA

July 10

Daylily Farm, Goodfield

Owner

August 8

ICC Horticulture Bldg, E. Peoria

Genny Gibbs

September 12

Rockford Botanical & Anderson Japanese Gardens

October 10

Jim & Margy Simmons?

November 14

Banquet, Tremont Community Center

BOARD MEETINGS
Date

Location

January 25

Clarke

February 22

Simmons

March 28

Carter

April 25

Palmquist

May 23

Cantrell

June 27

Clarke

July 25

Simmons

August 22

Moreland

September 26

Cantrell

October 24

Carter

November 28

Moreland

TBA
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